The following nine policy statements have been adopted by NAPN to clarify and unify our stances in areas that are critical to our mission. 

Policy Statement on ABORTION 
WHEREAS the National Association of Pro-Life Nurses is a organization of nurses who believe in the sanctity of human live,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that we support the refusal of nurses to participate in the willful destruction of life, in particular the life of the unborn child. 
 
AND WHEREAS science now promotes research and treatment for many diseases utilizing fetal tissue of aborted babies and we are opposed to this destruction, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses opposes such practices as those involving the destruction of human life to enhance the lives of the living. 
 
AND WHEREAS nurses are increasingly pressured to assist in abortions to which we are morally opposed, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that National Association of Pro-life Nurses will support and defend nurses who refuse to assist in procedures that kill an unborn child and will, therefore, offer encouragement and legal assistance for the defense of nurses who suffer job discrimination or termination because of their refusal to assist in abortions. 
 
AND WHEREAS the moral climate in America fosters a wanton disrespect for life,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses will use its medical knowledge and resources available to publicly decry abortion and offer alternative solutions to abortion.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses will work to promote legislation that will protect the lives of the unborn. This organization does not condone violence toward abortionists or their clinics, but will approach those with opposing viewpoints with professionalism and courtesy. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
  
Policy Statement on CONTRACEPTION 
NAPN has no position on contraception unless the method used results in the destruction of an already conceived human being. We are opposed to any form of birth control which acts to destroy the life of a fertilized ovum either by direct expulsion from the uterus or by creating a chemically inhospitable environment in the uterine wall for that fertilized ovum. 
 
Abstinence until marriage and natural family planning will be encouraged as preferable alternatives to contraception since they are not detrimental to a couple’s health and well being.  
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
  
Policy Statement on CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
While we recognize that capital punishment is the direct taking of a human life and the majority of our members are opposed to it for that reason, NAPN does not take an official stand on capital punishment. It does not involve us professionally since we are not called upon to perform it in line with our duties and we will not engage as an organization in protest of its practice. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
 
Policy Statement on EUTHANASIA 
WHEREAS the National Association of Pro-life Nurses acknowledges the value of all human life from conception to natural death regardless of the circumstances or physical capabilities of that life, 
 
AND WHEREAS we reject the prevailing notion that some lives are less worthy to be lived than others, 
 
AND WHEREAS we, as nurses in the practice of our profession, are called on to deal with human beings at all stages of development whose quality of life is considered by some to be compromised,  
 
WE THEREFORE DECLARE that the practice of euthanasia is objectionable by our members and the following guidelines for the respectful treatment of all individuals is to be promoted: 
 
1. The act of mercy-killing by which doctors or others knowingly kill individuals by a lethal dose of a drug or by other means is never justified. It is not permissible to 
cause or assist in one’s own death or the death of another through suicide, mercy-killing or assisted suicide. 
2. Supportive nursing care must be provided to all individuals. 
3. Nutrition and hydration are basic human needs and provision for those needs sometimes requires medical expertise and technology. Nutrition and hydration should not be withheld or withdrawn unless and individual is in the final stage of a terminal condition, the individual’s death is imminent, and doing so would not cause the individual’s death. 
4. A competent, non-suicidal individual has the right to refuse medical treatment, but not nutrition and hydration. Medical personnel and institutions have the right to withdraw from the care of any such individuals for reasons of conscience. 
5. Medical treatment should not be withheld or withdrawn from a pregnant woman if that treatment could reasonably be expected to prevent the death of her unborn child. 
6. The presence or anticipation of a mental or physical disability does not justify the withholding or withdrawal of medical care. 
7. Society has the right and duty to intervene on behalf of minors and other incompetent individuals where life is in jeopardy and effective treatment is available. 
8. Programs are needed to address the proper care of the individual who is dying, with emphasis on emotional support and control of pain in order to make that individual’s last days as normal and comfortable as possible. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
  
 
Policy Statement on HUMAN EMBRYOS 
WHEREAS once a human life has been created, by whatever means, that individual member of the human family has a right to life and deserves protection from the beginning of life until the time of natural death, 
 
AND WHEREAS a human embryo is a human being, not an item of property, 
AND WHEREAS with respect to living human embryos inside a woman’s body, the general policies of the National Association of Pro-life nurses in opposition to abortion and abortifacients apply, 
 
AND WHEREFORE a living human embryo who is outside a woman’s body is particularly vulnerable and requires special protection, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses opposes the destruction of any living human embryo who is outside a woman’s body and any use of the embryo that is not intended to help preserve the life or health of that particular embryo. Destruction or harmful research and experimentation on a living human embryo cannot be justified on the basis that it will help another human being. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that every living human embryo who is outside a woman’s body shall be given the optimum chance to survive and continue to develop by being transferred to the uterus of a woman who is willing and able to carry the pregnancy to term. The National Association of Pro-life Nurses supports programs which facilitate the adoption of any living human embryo. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
 
Policy Statement on INFANTICIDE 
WHEREAS, the decision to withhold or withdraw treatment from premature, sick or deformed infants is being made in delivery rooms and neonatal units in the United States each day,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the National Association of Pro-Life Nurses maintains that all infants, regardless of handicap or "wantedness" have the right to treatment, food and water.  
 
AND WHEREAS there is a segment of our society that declares that newborn children are not persons deserving of the protection of the constitution,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the National Association of Pro-life nurses declares that an infant’s worthiness does not come from potential productivity or the right genetic make-up, and that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses will always regard these newborns as fully human and endowed by their Creator with inalienable rights. NAPN will always support and defend nurses who care for infants requiring nursing care and protection regardless of the infant’s condition. 
 
AND WHEREAS some courts have allowed infanticide on many hushed as well as highly publicized cases,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses deplores the judicial negligence which allows the unwarranted neglect and starvation of newborn infants. Nurses are increasingly the primary care-givers for newborns and the National Association of Pro-life nurses will support and defend any nurse who refuses to participate in infanticide, even if it means disobeying his/her supervising nurse or administration and will offer offer moral and, if necessary, legal support for a nurse whose position is jeopardized in any way because of such refusal. 
 
AND WHEREAS many nurses are also counselors of families with newborns,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses will encourage all nurses to promote and facilitate humane, safe options in taking care of a child with a handicap such as adoption and agency referrals. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
 
Policy Statement on Living Wills 
Whereas; the National Association of Pro-life Nurses was founded on the belief that all human life is sacred from the moment of conception until natural death, and that no other 
human being, regardless of the credentials he or she bears, can terminate life or hasten death, 
 
AND WHEREAS we recognize the nurse’s role in health care is to help the patient achieve or maintain the maximum level of well being for the patient,  
 
AND WHEREAS we believe access to the basic minimum level of nursing care is a right of all patients regardless of age, gender, location, socio-economic status, or race or any 
other exclusive profile, 
 
AND WHEREAS the Living Will is a document originally designed by persons with the objective of encouraging patients to deny themselves this right to treatment and to have these treatments denied by others rather than to grant them, 
 
AND WHEREAS the Living Will is vague in its terminology leaving much of the 
interpretation to those who may or may not have the best interest of the patient in mind, and that the Living Will assigns broad scope of authority in patient treatment to those persons, 
 
AND WHEREAS the evolution of the Living Will document has improved little in the years since its inception to overcome these faults, be it resolved that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses cannot endorse the use of the Living Will as a document of health care and encourages patient education to inform 
those in our charge of the potentially harmful effects of the document. 
 
Be it further resolved that our members will be encouraged to counsel our patients where appropriate that: 
 
a) the Living Will is not a mandatory document which must be signed before appropriate health care can be delivered; 
b) signing of a Living Will must be approached with the utmost of care and information; 
c) that there are preferable alternative solutions to the signing of a Living Will; and 
d) the Living Will can, at any time after signing it, be revoked by the signer. 
 
Adopted June 28, 2002 

Policy Statement on NUTRITION AND HYDRATION 
WHEREAS nutrition and hydration are basic to the life and well being of all human beings,  
 
AND WHEREAS these basics are not extraordinary medical treatment but a necessity which, at certain times in the life of every human being, must be provided for that person by another, and 
 
AND WHEREAS the withholding of nutrition and hydration leads to death of that person,  
 
AND WHEREAS provision of these needs of feeding and hydration is basic nursing care,  
 
AND WHEREAS nurses may find themselves being asked to cooperate in the removal of feeding and hydration of a human being entrusted to their care,  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses is adamantly opposed to the withdrawal of nutrition and hydration from those individuals entrusted in their care who are not in immanent danger of death and will strenuously defend any member of the nursing profession who refuses to be complicit in this action. 
 
Adopted at general meeting October 27, 2000 
Approved by general vote April, 2001 
  
Policy Statement on NURSING ORGANIZATIONS WHICH CONDONE 
ABORTION 
WHEREAS the National Association of Pro-Life Nurses holds the position that human life is sacred from the moment of conception until natural death, and any direct attack on any human life for any reason does not meet the ideals and standards of professional nursing practice; 
 
AND WHEREAS any right to privacy, free speech or confidentiality does not extend to the taking of another human life;  
 
AND WHEREAS nurses are entrusted with the care of, among other people, pregnant women and their unborn children, to neglect or cause the death of one of those patients, including the unborn child, does not meet the ideals and standards of good nursing practice; 
 
AND WHEREAS there are other organizations within the nursing profession which state that nurses are mandated to give fair and equitable health care based on the rights of privacy, free speech and freedom of choice specifically meant to be interpreted as supporting a ‘right’ to abortion; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of Pro-life Nurses separates itself from these organizations, national and local, and stands in firm opposition to their position on abortion, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any professional organization espousing policies which are contrary to the mission statement of the National Association of Pro-life Nurses do not, in our judgment, meet the ideals and standards of professional nursing practice and cannot be supported by NAPN. 
 
Adopted June 28, 2002
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